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he is less likely to have it turned by the fascination
of a pretty woman.   I am well aware that, having
given voice to my opinion, I am in danger of losing
my life . . ."

" You will! " said the King curtly. And the Lord
Chamberlain, trying in vain to catch the eye of the
Grand Vizier, was speedily removed and handed over
to the Chief Executioner.

II

Many months later, and at a time when the King
was playing chess with his grandmother, a herald
approached his Majesty, saying : " Mumtaz and a
strange-looking man approach the city."

st Ha! Ha ! grandmother," remarked the King,
<f we shall listen to a merry tale to-night. Where is
the Grand Vizier ? He always contrives to absent
himself just when his services are required.  Go,
herald, and bid him pluck up his robe and hasten
toward me."

Presently the Grand Vizier came running into the
apartment.  ct What ails the King ? " he said,
gasping for breath, his face red and moist from
exertion.

(c Make preparations for the reception of Mumtaz
and her husband," said the King. cc Send forth the
elephants, and see that they are fittingly caparisoned.
Let the drums sound and the horns be blown